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True
By WILLIAM

STEVENSON
Air Mail from Ottawa

HIGHLY secret reports

of aCanadian"flying saucer"

are
circulating

among British

and U.S. defence scientists.

Inquiriesin Ottawaand in
Britainindicatethat the craftis
designedto take-offvertically,

fly
horizontally

at around1,500
m.p.h.,

and makeuse of the gyro-
scopic effectof a

revolvingpower

plantto acquire stability.

A wooden"mock-up"of the
craftis reportedto lie behind

tarpaulin screensin Avro
Canada'sexperimentalhangarat
Malton,to whichonlyholdersof
"super-security"

cards are ad-
mitted.

No
project

of thiskindis
known to be under development

elsewhere in the westernworld.

But reportshavebeenso persis-

tent concerning the Canadian

craft that westernscientists must
considerthe

possibility
that Rus-

sia has carriedsimilardevelop-

ment to an even more advanced

stage.
Blueprints of the Canadian

craftwere reportedfrom London

this monthto have been studied

by the BritishAir
Ministry.

An
engineer, identified

as "chiefof
an Avro Canada design team,"

was statedto have submitted

planssomeweeksago.
i Such an engineer,a young
Englishman workingnow at Mal-
ton on original aircraft design,

flewto Britain recently

on a top
secret mission.

Officials
at the A. V. Roe

planthave
disclaimed

all know-
ledgeof the

project,

but it may
be remembered that similaroffi-
cial denials accompanied early
reportsof the AvroCanadaCF
104, a delta-wing fighternow
known to await Government ap-
proval.

"Thiscraftis o revolution
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An artist'sconceptionof the "flyingsaucer"that is being
builtin Canada.

ary,"one Air
Ministry official

ad-
mittedin London, "thatif it flies
everything

now in the air be-
comes obsolete."

A top Britishaviation authority

describedthe craft as "coming
closestto what everyoneis look-

ing for-a warplaneindependent

of runwaysor
carriers becauseit

takesoff
vertically,

and is still

ableto fly at
terrific speed."

'TWO yearswill be neededto
put a

prototype "saucer"in
the air, a Canadian Government

scientisthas reported.He said:
"TheR.A.F.is verykeenon the
projectand has suggestedthat
Canada shouldsee it throughto
final development.It contains

so many
revolutionary features

thatthe costmay be veryhigh,

but it would clinch Canadian

prestigein the
scientific world."

So much secrecysurrounds the
projectthat CanadianDefence
ResearchBoard officials consider

it "muchtoo hot to
handle."

But
it is knownthatDr.O. M. Sol
andt, chairmanof the board,is
urgingthe

Government
to finance
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constructionof a prototype

model.

This
description

of the project

has been obtainedfrom reliable

Britishsources:

The pilotsitsin a plastic

"bubble";a
gas-turbineengineof

unconventionaldesign revolves
around him severalhundred
timesa minute;and the

"saucer's

rim" remainsstationary.Air is
sucked throughinletson the
rim's forwardsurfaces,and blasts

of hot air are ejectedthrough

combustion chambersalong the

remaining perimeterand out of
the "tail"-aflat surfaceto the
rear whichis the craft'sonly
control.

The swiftly revolvingengine
givesthe crafta

gyroscopicstab-
ilityso greatthat, according

to
reports,the designteamhad dif-
ficultyin devisingcontrol
methods.

Becauseof its almostcircular

shape,the craftis
described

as
havingdiameterratherthan
wing-span, measuring some 40ft
across.Few other detailsare
available, althoughthe principle

is describedas "so darn simple,

it soundssilly."

Anotherreportadds that the
craftwouldbe capableof mak-
ing 180-degree turns without
changing altitude.

Descriptions
so far available

suggestthat the Canadiancraft
would displayin flightthe char-
acteristics creditedto "flying
saucers," reportson whichhave
been under

investigation

by the

U.S. Air Force.

THE Canadianproject clearly
offersa

possibleanswerto the
growingproblemof basesfor
high-speed jet planes.

All overthe free world,de-
signershave been seekinga
methodof leavingthe ground
vertically

as with a
helicopter,

but withoutthe
helicopter's

speed
limitations.Stanley Hiller, bril-
liantyoungU.S.designerof heli-
copters,has producedblueprints

for a
rocket-plane

whichwould
use a tripodof

auxiliaryrocket

unitsto forceitselfintothe air
vertically,

and wouldthen turn
through90 degreesand gainfor-
wardspeedon its mainjet en-
gines.

A more
practical designis the

Bell X-5, builtat Buffaloand
using adjustable wings which,
forwardfor take-off, make a
shortrun

possible,
but whenpull-

ed back give the
swept-wing

effect necessary for supersonic

speeds.

The nearestthingto the Cana-

dian projectis a
scale-model

"saucer" built by Dr. Eugene

Kay, of Glendale, California.
It

is a 4lin aluminiumdisc with
slottedvanes like fan blades.

These vanes spin aroundthe
motor.

The Canadian"saucer,"instead

of
gaining flyingspeedby a swift-

ly rotating "wing,"wouldusedirectthrustby itsjetsto getoff
the ground.One reportsaysthat
a tripod

under-carriage

will assist

the
launching,

but willbe leftbe-
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hind,so thatthe craftwillland
againon its

"belly."


